
The Masters
An innovative programme for high school students, aged between 1 and 19 years
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Not everyone has the potential to become a successful entrepreneur. Not
everyone has the creativity and flair to see that all important gap in the market
and find a solution. And not everyone has what it takes to become a leader...

...our Masters do
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Teams of bright, creative and confident high school
students from all over the world are selected to come to
the UK for an intensive two weeks at Easter or in the
summer. As a team, students will be required to design
an innovative new business product or service, as well
as producing a detailed business plan to accompany it.
Thefinal challenge will then be to present it to a panel of
guest entrepreneur judges at the end of the programme,
who after careful examination and consideration will
select the winning team.

Alongside the project development sessions, students
will attend business lectures and experience UK
culture with a full excursion programme, including a
company visit. They will also attend business-related
talks by guest entrepreneur speakers.

Join us for the Masters and open doors for your
students, as you help give them the unique
opportunity to develop the key skills and knowledge
that will enhance their future employability prospects.
Help bridge the gap between high school and the
professional world.

We look forward to welcoming your school to
the Masters.

The Masters
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A unique international competition for the entrepreneurs of the future.
Taking its inspiration from MBA programmes, the aim of the Masters is to empower the younger
generation to take the initiative in business innovation, offering them a platform to develop the
entrepreneurial knowledge and skills they will need in their future careers as successful global
business leaders in an ever-changing competitive workplace.
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Student benefits
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• Improve your fluency skills in English and the language of business.

• Gain an overall insight and understanding of business and the global economy.

• Develop your formal written English skills as you learn how to write an effective business plan.

• Improve your public speaking skills as you prepare for and present the final business pitch.

• Develop your innovation and design skills as you work through the creative process and manage a project.

• Hands-on experience of a real business.

• Careers guidance and advice from our guest entrepreneur speakers and esteemed judges.

• Experience British culture and history as you live the‘boarding school’ life and visit some of the UK’s most
important sights.

• Interact and network with other future entrepreneurs as you meet fellow students from other countries
and cultures.

About us:

The Masters is run by Oxford International Education
Group (formerly ISIS Education). With over 20 years’
experience as a leading independent education provider,
we offer a wide range of study programmes for UK and
foreign students.

We are committed to excellence and academic
achievement, along with the student experience is
central to everything we do.

We are fully accredited by the British Council.



I Academic
The Masters is a two-week residential programme and competition, taking place twice a year: at Easter and in the summer.

School teams will be given a product brief on day one. This is an outline of a product/service that they will have two weeks to design and develop. They should present the details
of their idea in a well thought-out business plan. At the end of the programme, teams will then be required to give a 10-15 minute pitch to a panel of entrepreneurial judges in a
day of final presentations. Schools will compete against one another for the chance to be judged the ‘Masters Champions.’

Does your school have the necessary drive and determination, as well as the creative flair, to develop an idea and sell it, with the passionate belief that it is better than anything
else on the market? If so, then this could be the best two weeks your students could spend.

The programme at a glance
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The daily itinerary

For much of the two week programme, the days are divided into
three distinct sessions:

• In the mornings, student attend Business lectures

• The afternoons are dedicated to Project Development,
where each team works on its product and business plan.

• In the evenings, students attend a minimum of three
bespoke talks and presentations by well-established,
successful entrepreneurs and business experts, who offer
their insights into the business world. There is also a
variety of social events, such as discos, films and sports
activities.

As well as spending time on campus at Royal Holloway, students
have the opportunity to visit the local area, as the programme
includes four full-day excursions and visits to businesses.

Guest speakers
Past entrepreneurs who have given bespoke
talks and presentations to our Masters’students
have included:

• An Angel Investor – who looked at small
businesses and how to grow as a company

• An Economist – presented on different
Business-related degrees and future career
paths

• A former Reuters journalist – focused on
how to pursue a media/editorial career

• A Diplomat – looked at how to pursue a
career working for the Foreign Office’
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The Business lectures
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The morning lectures introduce students to the nature of business and explore the key principles and concepts involved, so that they will gain a holistic understanding of business
and how it works.

Each day they will look at a different area, firstly in general business terms and then more specifically, in relation to their team’s business plan. The lecturers will give advice and
support on how students should tackle each area in the project development and then how to present it in the final pitch.

Lecturers are carefully chosen for their background in business.

Modules include:

· An introduction to business and the business place
· Company branding
· Market research – survey
· Market research – competitor analysis
· Finance
· Website design
· Pitching an idea



Project Development

In the afternoons, schools will work together as a team to create their vision for a future business, develop a coherent business strategy and produce
the business plan, as they prepare for the final pitch at the end of the programme.

(i) The strategy

The business strategy should provide a roadmap for the company. It should reveal the
unifying theme, vision and story of the brand and then clearly position the company
and product in the target market, paying close attention to competition. It should then
consider the future plan for the company, by mapping out clear objectives. Careful
analysis of financial matters and marketing objectives should also be examined.

(ii) The Business plan

The business plan brings together the different elements required for the strategy.
Although teams will not be judged on their business plan itself, a detailed business
plan will ensure that the team consider all the necessary elements of their company and
not only include them in their pitch, but also be well-prepared to discuss them with
conviction and confidence, when the judges ask questions.

(iii) The final pitch

The Masters will conclude with the final pitch. During the pitch, students should
present their business plans. The ultimate aim of the pitch is to convince the judges
that their idea is viable and the one that they would hypothetically be prepared to
take the risk on and invest in.

Students will benefit if they use a presentation tool such as power point as part of their
pitch. As part of the business lectures, students will learn strategies to convey their
idea in the best possible way – using eye contact, tone of voice and ability to convey
with conviction and confidence, pausing for effect and body gestures for emphasis.

Teams should be well rehearsed, well prepared and confident as they step in front of
the panel of judges.
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The programme at a glance

Sample programme

Day Morning Afternoon Evening

1 Arrivals Arrivals Film Night & Sports

2 Welcome and Student induction Project Development Opening Ceremony &

3 Business English lecture Project Development Welcome Party

4 FULL DAY EXCURSION TO LONDON West End Musical

5 Business English lecture Project Development Guest speaker lecture

6 FULL DAY EXCURSION TO Company visit and College visit Return to campus for late
CAMBRIDGE dinner at 20.00

7 Business English lecture Project Development Wii Karaoke

8 Business English lecture Project Development Guest speaker lecture

9 FULL DAY EXCURSION TO LONDON Evening in London

10 Business English lecture Project Development Guest speaker lecture

11 GRAND FINAL: THE BUSINESS PITCH Awards and Closing Ceremony Farewell Party

12 FULL DAY EXCURSION TO OXFORD Walking Tour and entrance into Return to campus for late
Christ Church College dinner at 20.00
(of Harry Potter fame)

13 FULL DAY EXCURSION TO LONDON Return to campus for late
dinner at 20.00

14 Departures Departures
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II Cultural

During your stay you will visit some of London’s most iconic sites and
attractions, including the centre of the financial world, the Bank of
England Museum, which gives a fascinating insight into the
development of the global economy.

We will take you to visit one of the two oldest and best university
towns in the world: Oxford or Cambridge. You will spend the day
walking around the city, where you will have the chance to see the
university colleges and observe the thriving student life there.

You will also have the opportunity to visit a British company, when you
will be taken on a guided tour of the different business departments.
Past excursions have included tours of the Jaguar Land Rover, Lotus
Cars and BMW Mini plants.

Excursions to London will include a football stadium tour and a West
End Musical.
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Participation, Eligibility and Awards

• All participating teams will receive a school plaque of participation

• Individuals will be awarded a ‘Masters’ medal and a certificate

• The winning school and two runners up will receive a beautiful ‘Masters’ trophy

• One of our academic team at Oxford International in the UK will visit your
school to assess your suitability for the competition and present the
programme to your students.

• Select between 5-20 of your most gifted students to form your ‘Masters’
team.

• Students must be between 1 -1 years of age and still enrolled at high
school.

• They should have a minimum of B2 in their English level.

• Choose a dedicated member of the teaching staff, who has a very high
level of English to accompany the students to the UK competition.

• Complete the registration form and return to Matt Hird at
MHird@oxfordinternational.com

• One free teacher place per 10 students. 
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Accommodation
We are privileged and proud to be able to hold the Masters in some of the best
independent boarding schools and university campuses in the south of England.

Past locations for the Masters have been Royal Hospital School and Box Hill School.
Future programmes will also be held at Royal Holloway, part of the University of
London. Both schools and university have a long history of academic excellence
and provide the ideal setting for your students to experience life in a traditional
academic environment.



Royal Holloway
The Masters takes place at Royal Holloway in Surrey, part of the University of London.
It has been described by the British newspaper, the Telegraph, as one of the most
picturesque and beautiful universities in the world, alongside Oxford and Harvard.
Dominated by a stunning Victorian red-brick building, the Founder’s building, modelled
on the Château de Chambord in France the campus sits within 136 acres of beautiful
gardens and woodland in the beautiful Surrey countryside.

Former students include the world-famous author of Middlemarch, George Elliot and
the Hollywood actor, Mark Strong.

It is 40 minutes by train to central London and a few minutes from the towns of Egham
and Staines-upon-Thames.
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Accommodation: Recently refurbished state of the art single and double rooms with en-suite
facilities in the student halls of residence on campus.

Meals: Three meals are included. Packed lunches on excursion days

Facilities: Ongoing investment in the campus, with brand new state-of-the-art buildings,
including new Management building, Theatre, dining room and extensive
sports facilities

Internet: Available on campus

Airports: LHR: 10 mins, GW: 45 mins, STN: 1 hour, 10 mins

Laundry: Coin operated washing and drying machines on college premises

Official website: www.royalholloway.ac.uk/
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Student Welfare

During the Masters, the safety, security and wellbeing of all students is
extremely important to us at Oxford International. From the careful selection
of our partner campuses and recruitment of our staff to the academic and
cultural programme design and delivery, student welfare is our number one
priority.

We want our students to get as much out of the Masters as they can, both
academically and culturally and although this is an intensive, challenging
competition, it is still crucial that the students have a fun and memorable time
with us, whilst giving parents the peace of mind that they are happy and being
well looked after.

• Our experienced staff are on site and available 24 hours a day. It is
their role to ensure that students settle in, make friends and use
English throughout their stay in the UK. They also accompany and
look after students on excursion and meet them at the airport when
they arrive.

• Each campus has its own dedicated Welfare Officer and Student
Advice Bureau, which students can visit at any time for support and
information or if they have any problems.

• We also have at least one trained first-aider and doctor on call at each
centre. Parents should notify us of any medical conditions in advance
of arrival.

• Upon arrival, students will receive a compulsory induction during
which they will receive information about emergency procedures and
code of conduct expected of them while they are here.

• We follow British Council and English UK guidelines very carefully.

• We are also founder members of Young Learners English UK
(www.yleuk.com/about-young-learners-euk/what-is-yleuk?): a special
interest group run by English UK, committed to maintaining high
standards for junior courses, with a strong focus on student welfare.


